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measure admirably useful, or written a book which
has made a mark. Certainly I have done a good
action. But what if I had not done it ? Were there
not hundreds of people who would have been only
too glad to take my place ? I have been successful
because I happen to have been in the front rank,
which was impelled by thousands of eager sup-
porters. I have said just a little better than my
rivals what they were all striving to say; and my
highest reward will be that my name will be attached
in my own generation, and possibly even in. the next,
to some particular opinion which yet would have
come to the birth without me. I have made a cer-
tain commotion on the surface for a moment or two,
but the ripple will die away in a few years; and,
important as I may seem to myself, I have only to
look back for a generation to recognise the plain fact
that there have not been at any period more than
one or two conspicuous workers the products of
whose activity can be distinctly recognised at the
present clay. Even in regard to them, it is often
doubtful whether they did more harm or good;
whether they did not direct human energy along the
wrong paths, and do as much in giving currency to
fallacies as in extending permanent truths.

Now, after making such deductions, which to me,
at least, seem to be essentially necessary, we can, I